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EVACUEES take refuge at Freedom Hall in Fountain Valley. Thousands of area residents remain displaced.

Drones
raining
death

down on

Sudan

‘Forgotten’ conflict is
exacting huge civilian
toll while reshaping

warfare across Africa.

By NABIH BuLOs

OBEID, Sudan — The
first drone arrived around
3 a.m., its presence an-
nounced by a rip of anti-
aircraft fire drum-rolling
through blacked-out boule-
vards. More drones followed,
once more plunging the resi-
dents of this besieged city
into a 21st century version of
the Blitz.

This is the civil war in Su-
dan as the conflict enters its
fourth year: a staggeringly
brutal conflict where stag-
nating front lines have given
way to intense drone cam-
paigns targeting rear-guard
cities, many after sunset. On
this March night in Obeid,
five drones hit. On a typical
night, more than a dozen will
strike.

While much of the world’s
attention in recent years
has focused on Gaza and
UKkraine, the Sudan civil war
has Killed well over 150,000
people — and that count is
more than a year old. Some
estimate the death toll is
more than triple that num-
ber. The official death toll in
Gaza has been put at more
than 72,000, but that too is
viewed as an undercount.

Nearly 880 Sudanese ci-
vilians were Killed in drone
strikes between January
and April, making drones
“far and away the leading
cause of civilian deaths,”
said U.N. human rights
Commissioner Volker Turk
in a statement in April. That
surge in lethality under-
scores the potency of the
high-tech but cheaply made
drones.

The war is a power strug-
gle between the Sudanese
army and its onetime ally, a
paramilitary force called the
Rapid Support Forces, or
RSF, for control of the coun-
try. Both sides deploy plane-
like unmanned aerial vehi-
cles, or UAVs, as well as

O.C. chemical tank

crisis remains on brink

State of emergency declared as firefighters try to
curb rising interior temperature to prevent blast

By Rong-Gong Lin II, Hannah Fry,
Corinne Purtill and Emily St. Martin

Fire officials spent Sat-
urday in an increasingly dire
race against the clock at
Garden Grove’s GKN Aero-
space, with temperatures in
a compromised tank of toxic
chemicals creeping peril-
ously upward and evacuated
residents increasingly wor-
ried for their homes and
health.

By Saturday morning, it
was clear that conditions
had worsened inside the fail-
ing tank holding an esti-
mated 7,000 liquid gallons of
methyl methacrylate, or
MMA, making the possibil-
ity of a massive explosion or
toxic chemical leak at the
aircraft and spacecraft man-
ufacturer significantly more
likely.

Temperatures inside the
tankreached 90 degrees Cel-
sius by 10 a.m. Saturday, up
from 77 degrees a day earlier,
Craig Covey, Orange County
Fire Authority division chief,
said during a morning news

[See Evacuations, A10]

Evacuation zone due to

leaking chemical tank
at GKN Aerospace
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THE COMPANY: GKN Aerospace is a manufacturing firm based in the U.K. A10
EVACUEES: Thousands in O.C. are unsure of when they can return home. A1d

Despite ill winds, state is all in

California pursues offshore energy

projects in face of federal hostility

BY HAYLEY SMITH

CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times

SUZANNE Plezia gestures toward the proposed Pier

While the Trump admin-
istration takes extraordi-
nary measures to halt the
development of offshore
wind power in the United
States, Southern California
is advancing a $4.7-billion
plan to deploy hundreds of
towering wind turbines in
waters off the state’s coast.

The proposed Pier Wind
project at the Port of Long
Beach is a 400-acre terminal
for the positioning, storage
and assembly of some of the
world’s largest offshore wind
turbines, which would be
towed north to federal wind
lease areas some 20 miles off
Morro and Humboldt bays.

Offshore wind is a key cli-
mate solution and officials
say the project is crucial to
helping California reach its
goal of 25 gigawatts of off-
shore wind power by 2045.
The Port of Long Beach is

doesn’t mention nuclear

wounded. Trump wasn’t

removed guns from the

[See Sudan, A4] | Wind project site at the Port of Long Beach last week. [See Wind power, A8]
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Frustration and
doubt reign as

messy pri

mary

battles near end

Redrawn maps, voter
resentment and party
infighting have rocked
races across all levels.

By KEVIN RECTOR

With little more than a
week left until primary
voters winnow the candi-
dates for Los Angeles mayor,
California governor and
Congress, there remains a
palpable sense of political
uncertainty among the elec-
torate — attributable to a
lack of clear front-runners,
redrawn political maps,
messy party infighting and
competing voter frustration
with both President Trump
and the state’s Democratic
establishment.

In a state where Demo-
crats hold a substantial ad-
vantage among registered
voters and Trump lost in
2024 by more than 20 per-
centage points, MAGA-
aligned Republicans are
nonetheless competing on a
message of ineptitude by
longtime liberal leaders to
address the state’s most in-
tractable problems. Even
some Democrats have railed
against the status quo.

With Trump’s grip on the
Republican base intact de-
spite abysmal overall ap-

provalratings, many Repub-
lican candidates have
courted his approval — and
been hammered for it by
their Democratic oppo-
nents.

But those same Demo-
crats have found it harder to
explain why their own party
should continue to lead the
state despite allowing its af-
fordability, housing and
homelessness crises to take
root and persist — taking lit-
tle responsibility while swip-
ing at each other for having
failed to find solutions
sooner.

All that party infighting
— present before every pri-
mary, but at a fever pitch
now — comes against aback-
drop ofbroadervoterunease
about the war in Iran, vola-
tile oil and gas prices, and
the burgeoning threat of AI
to the American workforce.

Republicanvoters are be-
ing warned of a blue wave in
November giving Demo-
crats control of Congress
and grinding Trump’s
agenda to a halt. Demo-
cratic voters are being
warned of Trump adminis-
tration efforts to undermine
local and state elections,
and of control of Congress
unfairly slipping from reach
thanks to further Republi-
can redistricting following a
U.S. Supreme Court deci-

[See Primaries, A8]

Ellison’s image
is a problem for
big media merger

By MEG JAMES

Ayear ago, David Ellison
was viewed as a white knight
poised to save Paramount.

Hollywood embraced bil-
lionaire Larry Ellison’s son,
figuring he had the means
and the mettle to revive the
faded studio after decades of
neglect.

But now, as the 43-year-
old tech scion works to close
his $1il-billion deal to buy
Warner Bros. Discovery —
which would mark his sec-
ond major studio acquisi-
tion in less than a year — a
large swath of Hollywood
has soured on the budding
mogul and his audacious bid
to build a new media col-
oSssus.

More than 5,000 artists
and industry workers — in-

cluding J.J. Abrams, Javier
Bardem, Lin-Manuel
Miranda, Kevin Bacon and
Tiffany Haddish — have
signed an open letter oppos-
ing the union of two century-
old studios.

“Our industry is already
under severe strain,” the
group wrote.

Many anticipate the U.S.
Justice Department will
rubber-stamp the deal be-
cause President Trump is
friendly with Larry Ellison,
co-founder of software giant
Oracle. Trump and his team
want David Ellison to make
sweeping changes at CNN,
one of Warner Bros. Discov-
ery’s premier properties.

David Ellison has spent
the last year courting the
president and his allies, in-
cluding hosting a black-tie

[See Ellison, A13]

Lawsuits, competition
put Uber at crossroads

Ride-share giant duels
with attorneys over
ballot initiatives while
fending off rivals.

BY LAURENCE
DARMIENTO

Eighteen years ago, two
computer engineers said to
be frustrated by their experi-
ence ordering a taxi in Paris
hatched awild idea: amobile
app that would allow users
to hail a ride from their
smartphones.

Their startup, known as
Uber, initially clawed its way
to success with a growth-at-
all-costs strategy that some-
times involved operating
without municipal consent,
ignoring court orders and
clashing with local regula-
tions.

That ethos catapulted
the maverick company to
the top of the ride-sharing
business, with its gig drivers
providing nearly 14 billion
tripslast year globally.

Now, the San Francisco
tech giant is at a crossroads,
waging a bitter fight with
state trial lawyers involving
dueling ballot measures
while it faces a raft of sexual
assault lawsuits that could
significantly increase its le-
gal costs.

The outcome of the fight
could have ramifications not
only for California consum-
ers, but for Uber’s ability to
finance a multibillion-dollar
expansion into the all-im-
portant robotaxibusiness —
where it faces increasing
competition from Waymo
and Tesla.

“Uber is facing an exist-
ential threat where they’re

[See Uber, A11]
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KHACHKAR STUDIOS Unveils a New World-Class Template

For U.S. Armenian Churches Annual Financial Transparency
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2025 Financial Transparency Analysi
Pilot Candidate:
Saints Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church - Providence, RI
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Takeaway #1.

The U.S. and Rhode Island
Failing Ecosystem —
Church Attendance:
Actuals, Misconceptions,
and Rankings
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#1B. A Highly Destructive Massive Systemic Misconception Pernetuated
by the Most Widely Cited U.S. Armenian Sampling Surveys and Leaders

1 for the total
2 " 30%+ of fotsh
Jatl 5. tho 151,000,000+,
% Weskly Attend
#_Geoups Chrch oute

1A. U.S. Armenlans - total population m e S MR Pl Ml 200
18, U5, Amanions up o yearsofage | _ssw | Lol oty cumsensr

Tocation ausi=d
Suvey sizs: 208 Amerians based i Boslon and 151
Anmeeians based i Pasagen.

Melkian Canterof Russian, Eurasian and East Exsopean

2 US.Amerions i s raona it Urivrey. Sy 2 85 Souvers n
3 US. Amerians 2% AGBU. Survey size: 284 Canr) Calfomia Ammerians. 1508
U.S. Amerian Crusen Survey Average o
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#1E. Rhode Island and All Other States U.S. Census h
Armenian Population Change: 1980 to 2020

1. Parish world-class financial transparency is especially essential in Rl as Armenian poputation has
declined by 7% since 1980.

2. Riis one of only two states to have a declining Armenian population from 1980 to 2020.
3. All other U.S. States have a 120% increase in Armenian population from 1980 to 2020,

1980 2020 % Change # Change
Rhode Island 6,240 5,806 434
decine
AllOther US, States 206,381 454,448 120% 248,067
Total 212621 460,254 6% 247,633

Notes

1. Al states includes 25 U.S. stales wilh 95% of the lotal U.S. Armenian population,
2. Numbers from U.S. Census 1980 and 2020.
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#2B. Saints Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church:
2025 Budget vs. Actual

2025 Budget 2025 Actual _$ Difference % Difference

Income:

Church Related - CR $159,000 $157,274 -51,726 -1%
Non-Church Related $349,165 $2,229,826 $1,880,661 539%
Total Income $508,165 $2,387,101 $1,878,936 370%
Total Spending $508,165 $491,202 -$16,963 -3%
Net Income / Loss $0 $1,895,898 $1,895,898 n.m.

TRANSPARENCY - ACCOUNTABILITY  PERFORMANCE
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Takeaway #3.

Biblically Inspired World-
Class Benchmarking and
Management Excellence
"Framework” -
Transparency,

Accountability, and
Performance (T-A-P)

TRANSPARENCY = ACCOUNTABILITY + PERFORMANCE
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Takeaway #4.
Pilot Candidates Materials
and Management Best
Practices
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#4C. Extraordinary BENEFITS from Financial Discipline of World-Class
Benchmarking and Management Excellence — the “Framework”

1. *Biblical Wisdom* - Practice Biblically inspired financial wisdom
2. *Education* - Educate communities never taught financial discipline
3. *New “Faithful”* - Attract high value-add new "Faithful"
4. *Environment* - Build environments of trust & confidence, not dysfunction
5. *Financial Strength* - Strengthen financial position and performance
6. *Identity* - Anchor community identity in intellectual integrity
7. *Track Record* - Build track record-based, not political, decisions
8. *Stewards* - Develop high-value, lead-by-example stewards
"A bility I Biblical wisdom®, ECFA advi:
"Are you aware? Do you care?", CLI asks

TRANSPARENCY = ACCOUNTABILITY « PERFORMANCE
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#4F. The 3 Financial Transparency Steps U.S. Armenian
Parishes are Taking to Grow by 100% the "Faithful" in 5 Years

Holy cross | Step #5: Historical and Projected (5-year look back and forward view). St. Mary

Armenian | Parishes are transparently sharing 5-year historical and projected Orthodox
Catholic | .. " - ; : Christian
church | financial and attendance data with their community. Church

st.sarkis | Step #6: Financial Audit Transparency (independent verification). St. Nicholas.
Ammenian | Parishes are transparently sharing independently audited financial
Apostolic N - . y Orthodox
Church statements and findings with their community. Church
Armen Step #7: Quarterly (ongoing accountability). Parishes are transparently Christ The
p,e':;;;';i';n sharing quarterly financial and attendance updates with their community. Saviour
Church Orthodox
Church
TRANSPARENCY + ACCOUNTABILITY « PERFORMANCE
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#1C. U.S. Armenian Church Attendance: State Rankings
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1 KIACIKARSTUDIOS
Takeaway #2.
2025 Financial
Transparency Profile and
Support
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#2C. U.S. Armenian Parishes: Correlation Between Total Spending per "Faithful”
and "Faithful" % of Capacity

1. batwsan
2 the 164 U.S.

ithtul” and “Faithfur™ % of Capacity for U.S. 045

Rank (37 churches): Total Spending per "Faithful™

Tolat Sponding par  “Fadhtul” % of
“Fahtr™ Capacity
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#3A. World-Class Benchmarks in Biblically Inspired
Transparency, Accountability, and Performance (T*A*P

Evangelical Council
for Financial
Accountability

Catholic Leadership
Institute

Orthodox Ministry
Services

Orthodox Church in

Mini: Watch
inistry Watc| America

Voice of the Faithful

Sample of 20 Orthodox 6 Khachkar Studios

Greek Orthodox Parishes with Publicly Pilot Churches
Archdiocese of Available Annual with World-Class
America Financials or IRS Form Benchmark Financial

990 Filings Disclosure

TRANSPARENCY + ACCOUNTABILITY « PERFORMANCE
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#4A. Saints Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church Has Been Recommended
and is Being Vetted as a Pilot to Increase the Number of U.S Armenian
Sunday Church Parishioners — the “Faithful” — by 100%

* All pilots enthusiastically must embrace the best practices of financial
discipline of Biblically inspired world-class benchmarking and management
excellence — the “Framework’.

* Pilots will be coached to achieve the extraordinary BENEFITS, which are
listed on the next slide.

* The performance-based funding is historically unprecedented.

:E}‘( KHACHKAR STUDIOS
" e
~

#1A. 3% of U.S. Armenians are "Faithful” — KPI #1

U.S. Armenian “Faithful” refers to the total number of individuals of all ages present in the
sanctuaries of all 164 Armenian churches during sermons on non-holiday Sundays, based on on-
site, in-person, and photo verified field research.

Number of Armenian Churches 1 the U.S.
Pew Seat Capaciy {fre code)

Nusmber of o Holday Sunday Alendees (Fazhir) - KPI 81 12.89:

Amenians par U.S. Consus - 2020 [zen25d
“FaI % o U Carsus
Unoffiies Estimats of Armenians i the U.S.
“Fathiul” % of Unofficiel Esfimate | I—

s
W Fasar U4, APl 2024 Souncn, J-Ankyics sl ol 164 s i
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#1D. Rhode Island Armenian Churches "Faithful” Compared
to Benchmarks

Rhode Island 3 Churches us.
“Falthful”™
Benchmark Percentage
“Faithful* (median non-holiday attendance) 242
Total Population:
Number of Armmenians in R 1. (U.S. Census 2020) 5,806 U.S, Protestants. 30%
“Faithful® % of R 1. U S, Cansus U_S. Catholics 2%
Fire Gode Capacily a0 .S Orthodox Modian 5%
“Faithful® % of Capacty 30%
1B to 29 Years of Age Females:
181529 Yaars of Age Femala ‘Faitifur 5 US. Protestants
1810 28 Years of Age Female Armenians in R.1. (U.S. Census 2020) [ast ] us. catmous 3%
18 10.20 Years of Age Female "Failhfur' % of R US. Census 11%

‘Source: Knachkar Sludios on-site visits database 2024
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#2A. Sts. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church:
2025 Financial Transparency Profile

St.Sahag&  Orthodox St.Sahag&  Orthodox

" Metric Mestob _ Benchmark 8 Metric Mesrob __Benchmark
1. Financlal Assets {FA) $14509,016  $1414028 7. Spending per “Faithful" 56549 $2433
2. Financial Assets per "Faithful”  §193 454 $4.207 8. Number of "Faithful™ - KPI #1 75 147
3 ;:.u’:;?:vem % of Total ag6% 110% a9 sgumu;ufgzs Change in a3 28

docrease increase

Jpsesmems. g g mmesmemmess o g
L Stk "% 11, “Fathful” % of Capacity 8% 69%
o Shh R OO RN g - 12,5008 Rt n estvant -~ -~
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#2D. Khachkar Studios & Affiliates Historical Financial Support for Sts. Sahag &
Mesrob: 2008 to 2025

Kinachk Stutios Afiigtes
‘Einanginl Support o Sta, Sahsy Financil Saten:
a00tio 2275 2025 vome
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#3B. World-Class Sunday Attendance Importance and Transparency

Premier izations that track Sunday weekly

Evangelical Council for

Faith Communities Gallup Financial Accountability

Today, Inc.

Pew Research Center

Association of Statisticians of  Center for Applied Research

US Religion Census
American Religious Bodies in the Apostolate, Inc.

Hartford Institute For United States Conference
Religion Research of Catholic Bishops

Why Sunday attendance is the first indicator of church performance?

Orthodox Studies Institute

1. tend: is why we exist ifs every decision.” -
Leading Orthodox Advisor

2. “Regularly identify patterns of vialty, stabilty, or decline and to make informed decisions about
leadership, ministry, and mission.” — Hartford Instiute for Religion Research

3. "Mass attendance is the central indicator of parish engagement and vitalty and tracking it over time allows church leaders to assess partcipation, plan
pastoral responses, and evaluate the effectiveness of ministry.” — Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA)

4. "Reg. idance is - Center

5. “The singular focus on Sunday. o : focus on Wha; 1o WIN." - Highly
respected US. x L

World-class benchmark pilot churches that publish Sunday attendance with the mobile app
+ St Mary Orthodox Christian Church (Wichita, KS) + Saints Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church (Providence, RI)
+ St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church (Lexingion, MA) + St Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church (Charlotte, NC)
+ Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church (Harrisburg, PA) + Holy Cross Amenian Catholic Church (Belmont, MA)

TRANSPARENCY + ACCOUNTABILITY + PERFORMANCE
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#4B. U.S. Catholic Parish Financial Transparency is One of the
Strongest Predictors of Whether Parishioners Recommend Their Parish
1. The

a relationship
positive correlation of 0.94,
2. Responses do not vary sufficiently by age, gender, household income, household contributions, or approach to financial giving.

financial and ing the parish has a very high

My Parish Provides Financial Transparency.
1 2. 3 a. 5.
Excollont
NoFinancial  Little Financial Average Financial Good Financial Financial

3 to a Friend

Strongly Would Not
" Recommend

»

. Would Not Recommend

®

o 1
Indifforent 16% 16% 14% % 2%
36%

4. Recommend 33% 38% aa% 1%
I &
8. Catholc.
Kt i o e

TRANSPARENCY = ACCOUNTABILITY + PERFORMANCE

Page 16 023

‘P( KHACHKAR STUDIOS
T o

#4D. Introducing SROI — Social Return on Investment

SROI is a new concept for many, but a cornerstone in best practice financial and faith
performance management for churches.

SROI math for 2026 is the average number of non-holiday Sunday church attendees —
the “Faithful” — times $20,000, divided by the Church’s total annual spending.

SROI measures how effectively spending strengthens faith, builds community, and
enables comparison over time and across peers.

Sacial Return on Investment (SROI): Social Value divided by Total Spending. Social Value (SV) for 2026 is the
number of "Faithful” KPI#1, Ecosystem Body Part (EBP) (1) times $20,000. 2027 adds SV of 18 to 29 years old
"Faithful” KPI #2, EBP (2). 2028 adds SV of transparency of church Sunday attendance KPI#3, EBP (3). 2029
adds SV of public transparency of financial information KPI#4, EBP {4). 2030 adds SV of outreach plans to
increase church Sunday non-holiday attendance KPI #5, EBP (5).

TRANSPARENCY = ACCOUNTABILITY + PERFORMANCE
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#4G. The Failing U.S. Armenian Christian Ecosystem: 'iz Body
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#4E. The First 4 Steps U.S. Armenian Parishes are Taking to
Grow by 100% the "Faithful” in 5 Years

Holy Cross Step #1: Parishes are using Khachkar Studios’ free Sunday attendance St. Mary
Armenian | counter app each week. Orthodox
Catholic Christian
Church Church
Step #2: Parishes are publishing weekly attendance (KPI #1 and KPI #2)
prominently across bulletins and all six social media platforms.
St. Sarkis St. Nicholas
Armenian
Ag:::";:zc Step #3: Parishes are posting weekly Saturday "Bring a friend. Bring a °c",:':rg:’
family member." invitation videos across all six social media platforms
(52 year).
Armenian Christ The
Presbyterian : - . " Saviour
Church Step #4: Parishes are building and implementing monthly outreach plans | Orthodox
to increase the "Faithful" across two groups: ages 18-29 and 30+. Church

TRANSPARENCY + ACCOUNTABILITY « PERFORMANCE
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#4H. To Quickly Recognize and Overcome Potentially ?Iostile

Parts — A Dunning-Kruger Textbook Example
“The faster an individual or organization reaches the Valley of Reality and Slope of KPI
Improvement, the faster the ascension to the Pinnacle of Continuous Improvement”.
— Peak of Mount “Worst Practices" Pinnacle of Continuous Improvement
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Barriers to Change, We Recommend You Study the Following 8
Sources of Knowledge

1. Ecosystem systems map

N

. Dunning-Kruger diagram

@

. Why 68 years of zero transparency I-SROI memo

=

. Conflicted self-interest I-SROI memo

2

. The true cost of concealment I-SROI memo

@

. 25 examples of self-conflict of interest I-SROI memo

~

. FIQ and FTA materials

®

. New Philanthropy Benchmarking: Wisdom for the Passionate (2002)
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