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SPECIAL REPORT

Oversight of fake-diploma nurses erratic
By Annie Martin
ORLANDO SENTINEL

The Florida-educated nurse failed to 
recognize her patient was su!ering from a 
rapid, abnormal heartbeat or to quickly call 
a doctor that June night in 2023.

Colleagues rushed in after the patient’s 
alarm sounded and noticed the nurse had 

botched an IV placement and, later, that she 
was trying to feed the patient, who was also 
vomiting and struggling to breathe, Missou-
ri’s nursing board said. The nurse then disap-
peared and failed to respond to repeated 
phone calls. Her patient died early the next 
morning at the St. Louis hospital.

After the death, Missouri issued a “cease 
and desist” order to the nurse, prohibiting 

her from working in that state. It determined 
she was never properly trained as a regis-
tered nurse, and that any credentials she 
possessed from her South Florida nursing 
school were “based on fraud.”

But Florida, which had issued Tahira 
Bastien the multi-state license allowing her 
to practice in Missouri five years ago, took 
no action against her, even though it clearly 
knew of the incident: A search of Bastien’s 
name in Florida’s healthcare licensing data-
base leads to a document about Missouri’s 
order.

Nearly three years later, Bastien remains 
licensed to work in hospitals, nursing 
homes and other health-care facilities in the 
Sunshine State.

The travails of that 53-year-old nurse from 
Fort Lauderdale illustrate a little-known 
legacy of a scandal that has gripped U.S. nurs-
ing since emanating from Florida over the 
last decade. FBI investigators say more than 
7,000 people paid for fake nursing diplo-
mas from Florida-based schools. Some used 

See NURSING on Page A14
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Football mom
Hyde: UM standout Malachi Toney 
credits his mother as blueprint for success

City in turmoil
Rift with manager may signal 
trouble ahead. Opinion, Page 24

Travel companions
Dog-friendly spots in the  
Florida Keys. Travel & Life, Page 1

Aerial 
excellence
The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, known as the “Ambassadors 
in Blue,” perform high-speed maneuvers in their six F-16 Vipers 
during the Fort Lauderdale Air Dot Show Tour on Saturday. The 
show continues Sunday over Fort Lauderdale beach.  
See more photos on Page 3.  

By Anthony Man
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

Politicians are polling, strategizing — and 
agonizing. But the impact of Florida’s new 
congressional districts extends well beyond 
the political class. Every voter in the state will 
be a!ected, even if they don’t yet know it.

In Delray Beach, many people will find 
their next member of Congress is some-
one whose district stretches south along 
the coast to Miami Beach, and who conse-
quently might not be completely attuned to 
what’s going on in Palm Beach County.

The district for residents of Parkland, 
Weston and Wellington will stretch across 
vast swaths of the Everglades, extending to 
Marco Island and the Gulf of Mexico.

Those are some of the major changes in 

New districts 
reshaping  
politics in 
South Florida 
With changes, voters will get 
to know new crop of leaders 

By David Lyons
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

Parking was a breeze, the hot co!ee 
arrived within moments and the TSA lines 
at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood Inter-
national Airport’s Terminal 4 last week 
seemed to be among the shortest in months.

But for visitors who thought it was all a 
sign of airport e"ciency, the appearances 
were deceiving. Bankrupt Spirit Airlines, the 
pioneering “hometown” discount carrier for 
Greater Fort Lauderdale and main occupant 
of Terminal 4, was long gone, shut down the 
previous weekend amid a cash shortage and 
a lack of political and lender appetites for a 
U.S. government bailout.

“I can’t believe they shut Spirit Airlines,” 
said an airport worker who videoed the 
vacated terminal.

Outside, five of Spirit’s signature yellow 
Airbus jetliners awaited possible trips to 
storage. Three others sat along the airport’s 
northern perimeter. Midweek, a U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court judge allowed Spirit to sell its 
remaining planes, engines and equipment.

Aside from 17,000 jobs lost systemwide, 
including more than 4,800 in South and 
Central Florida, the economic wreckage 
has yet to be calculated. But any observer 

Who can fill the void left by Spirit Airlines?
Carrier served millions  
at Fort Lauderdale airport

See SPIRIT on Page A2

Florida regulators yank licenses from some but allow many  
to work, forcing other states to confront poor training, errors

By Steven Walker
ORLANDO SENTINEL

Florida is launching its own college-level 
U.S. history course for high school students, 
trying to teach “the full scope” of America’s 
story, but some experts say the proposed 
lesson plans present sanitized views of topics 
such as slavery, and some college counselors 
say high-achieving pupils should stay away.

The new course, which also places 
particular emphasis on Christian faith and 
American exceptionalism, is meant to rival 
Advanced Placement U.S. History and will 
be o!ered in select school districts as a pilot 
program starting next school year, the Flor-
ida Department of Education said in its May 
4 announcement.

State launches 
history course  
to rival AP
Experts fear it would present 
sanitized view of nation’s story
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See DISTRICTS on Page A8

See COURSE on Page A10

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE

The beloved Carlisle Palm Beach is being
reimagined through a host of extraordinary
enhancements that include:
• New and newly refreshed living and gathering
spaces by Kemble Interiors, Inc.

• Smart Living touches that modernize ways
to stay connected

• A fresh new look by the ocean creating
a relaxing but robust lifestyle

By the sea,
with a lifestyle
beyond compare.

{Re}Introducing

561.533.9440
CarlislePalmBeach.com

Retirement Living Options from Liberty Senior Living

CALLTO LEARN ABOUT OUR
COASTAL CHARTER CLUB SAVINGS

OPPORTUNITIES. LIMITEDTIME OFFER.

Visit CarlislePalmBeach.com to learn more
about enhancements in all areas, including

community gathering spaces.

Assisted Living License #9713
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